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And to the reſt of the Gentlemen of Surrey, 
who appear d at the Aſlizes at King ſton. 


EQ HERE are as many Examples of the 
BY pribcipal Doctrine advanc'd 2 the 
Following Diſcourſe, as there are Per- 
ſons, to whom it is Inſcrib d. Your So- 
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ravity, with which the Charge was 2 rom 
the Bench, and the Conſeiention aithfulneſs, 
with which it wu executed by the Jury; The 
Mutual Offices of Courteſy, Friendſhip, Affection 

and Eſteem, which paſſed between the Sheriff, = 
the lemen who appear d at the . Aſſizes in 
great. Numbers, to do Him Honour, and their 
Country Service; "The Cundour with which this 


Sermon was heard, and the Cruilities which were 


I to the Preacher of it, not out of any Perſonat 
epgards to One, who Was in great Meaſure. a 

— but in Honour of his Sacred Fun- 
ction; are ſo many Proofs of the Influences of 


Religion, and of Your acknowledging Yourſebves 


to be. under higher Obligations, than thg.Laws of 
the Land. 

It was a great Recommendation of thi Sermon 
rrey, that it war preach'd 


the more favourable Reception from the World, 


that it is publiſh'd at the Unanimous Re weſt 0 
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HE Deſign of St. Paul in this 
23 Place, is to remove thoſe Falſe; 
IRA Notions which ſome had enters: 
Af tain'd of the Law, and in their: 
room to eſtabliſh the Right. For 
it ſeems, that Some affected to be: 
Teachers of the Lam, who were perfect Strangers 


C 1 — 


td it, underſtanding neither what they: ſaid, nor ver. 7. 


whereof they affirm'd. And, as thoſe: generally, 
are the Warmeſt Aſſertors of a Cauſe, who are 
leaſt · acquainted with the Merits of it; ſo theſe: 
Bigots for the Law made out in Teal, what they. 
wanted in Knowledge: They talk*d much, and 
diſputed eagerly for the Honour of the Law, 
but knew nothing all the while of the Nature 
and Deſign: of it. To ſtop the Mouths of ſuch 
Ignorant Gain-ſayers, and to ſilence their vain 
— our Apoſtle vouchſafes to inſtruct a- 
new _ vere ee 7 — He _ _ to 
them their fundamental Miſtake, and gives them 
a true State of tlie Nate and — of the 
Law : He grants, that the Law had its due Ule ; 


but complains, that they much Abuſed it; We 
B know 


— 


(2) 
Ver. 8. now the Lats ir good; if a Man aſe it df. 


He acknowledges it was v r- for the 
Ends for- which it was at firſt Inftirured. but 


ſhews, that they applied it to Ends for which it 


was never deſigned, and which therefore could 
never be attained by it. They took the Law for 
an Adequate Rule of Action, which, if they ob- 
ſerv'd, they hop'd to be adjudg'd Righteous; 
whereas it was Only intended as a Guard againſt 
Exorbitant Crimes, and arm'd with Penalties 
to be inflicted upon Notorious Tranſgreſſors. 
Ir is true, that Righteouſneſs, in the very No- 
tion of it, includes relation to a Law, as con- 
fiſting ina ſtrict obſervance of it; ſo that where 
there is no Law, there can no more be Righte- 
ouſneſs, than there can be Tranſgreſſion. The 
Law, therefore, in the Text, muſt be taken in a 
reſtrain d Senſe, and not interpreted of that 
Law of Go which is given to Mankind as a 
Perpetyal and Inviolable Rule of Action, which. 


we Uſually call the Moral Law, but of Pe- 


culiar Scheme of Laws, which was directed by 
Moſes to the Fews,- and which exacted ſome 
Special Duties, and prohibited fome Particular 
Crimes, by the Sanction of Temporal Rewards 
and Puniſhments. The Moral Law was made 
for the Righteous, and was the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of Righteouſneſs ; but this National Law 
was made not ſo much to direct Good Men in 
their — as to puniſh the Wicked for their 
Tranſgreſſions. The Righteous had a Lato worit- 
ten in their Heart, and by this Law they Wil- 
lingly, and without Conſtraint, order'd all their 
Actions; ſo that there was no need of any Other 
Law to bind them: But All Men were not of 

. 


ſo Ingermous 4nd Governable a Temper, as to 
hearken to the Inward and Gentle DiQates of 
right Reaſon ; Some were of a Servile and Baſe 
Spirit, not to be kept in due Bounds without a 
more ſtrict Hand and ſevere Diſcipline; and 
therefore, there was need of Coercive Laws to 
reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of ſuch as theſe. In 
this Senſe, I think, St. Paul is to be underſtood, 
when he ſaith, That 
The Law is not made hd a omg Man, 
but jor the Lawleſs and Diſobedient, for Un- 
2 and for Sinners, for Unholy aud Pro- 
ane. 


WHAT is here ſaid of the Law of Moſes, the 
National Law of the Jews (againſt whoſe Pre- 
judices St. Paul was in this Place concern'd to 
argue) I ſhall beg Leave to apply to National 
Laws in General; ſince what is aſſerted of the 
Moſaic Body of Laws, which had G op Himſelf 
for their Author, is not only Equally, but much 
More true of all Humane Laws. T ſhall there- 
fore take the Occaſion, which ſeems fairly given 
me from the Words of the Text, to ſhew, | 

Firſt, That Humane Laws are not made for 
the Righteous. | 

Secondly, That they are made for the Lawleſs 
and Diſobedient. | 

WEN I affirm, that Humane Laws are not 
made for the Righteous, I would not be thought 
to mean, that the Righteous or Godly are ex- 
empted from the Obedience due to Humane 
Laws, or that Humane Laws, when made by 
Good Authority, and no ways repugnant to the 
Laws of Gop, are not a Rule to which the 


Righteous Ought to conform their Actions. 
| B 2 They 


(4) 

They are ſo far from being - looſe from theſe- 
Ties, that None are more ſtrongly bound, than 
They, as being taught to obey, not Only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience-ſake. The Righteous then, 
as well as Wicked, are within the dire&ion of 
Humane Laws; they would not be Righteous, 
Unleſs they obey'd them; but they are not there 
fore Righteous, Becauſe they obey them. The 
Laws of Men make up Part of that Rule, the 
obſervance of which is neceſſary to denominate 
Men Righteous ;- but they are not the Adequate 
Rule and Intire Meaſure of Righteouſneſs. Hu- 
mane Laws may ſerve to direct good Men in 
Some Branches of their Duty ; but Men would 
be wanting in the Main Parts of their Duty, un- 
leſs govern'd by an 1 55 Principle, than Hu- 
mane Laws. My Deſign, therefore, is not to 

rove any Incapacity in Humane Laws to ob- 

ige the Righteous, upon ſuppoſal of a Superior 
Law, but to ſhew the Inſufficiency of Humane 
Laws to make Men Righteous, when conſider'd 
in themſelves, and without regard to an Higher 
Law: 1 | 
RiGcHTEOVSNESS conſiſts in a ſtrit obſer- 
vance of All thoſe Duties, to which We are in. 
Any reſpects oblig'd ; in doing All thoſe things 
which We can by any means diſcover ourſelves 
bound to do; and in abſtaining from All thoſe 
Actions, which We can any way learn to be diſ- 
agreeable to Beings endu'd with thoſe Faculties, 
which We find in ourſelves, and conſider'd in 
thoſe Circumſtances and Relations, in which We. 
are place d. That Our Actions, therefore, may 
be in Every regard ſuch, as they Ought to be, 
the Rule by which they are Order'd, muſt be In- 

tre 


tire and Perfect; and Sufficient Motives muſt be 
offcr'd, why We ſhould ſteadily comply with 
that Rule: The Laws, by which We are dire- 
ed, muſt take in the whole Compaſs of Our 


Duty, and they muſt alſo have Authority ſuffi- 


cient to oblige Us to the Performance of it. 
For if the Rule be Imperfect, Our Duty, which 
riſes no higher, will be Defective too; and be 
the Rule in itſelf never ſo Exact, it can have no 
Influence on Our Actions, till We are convinc'd, 
that We are bound to govern ourſelves by it. 

Now Humane Laws are Inſufficient to make 
Men Righteous, upon both theſe Accounts. 

Firſt, Becauſe t ey do not point out All thoſe 
Actions, which We muſt perform, if We would 
be eſteem'd Righteous. | 

Secondly, Becauſe, tho' they did direct Us in 
our Whole Duty, they would not have Autho- 
rity ſufficient to Oblige Us to the performance 
of it. 

Firſt, Humane Laws do not point out All. 
thoſe Actions, which We muſt perform, if We 
would be eſteem'd Righteous, 3 

R1iGHTE OUSNESS, as hath been ſaid, takes 
in the Whole Extent of our Duty, ariſing from 
any Relations We ſtand in to Go, to Our- 
ſelves, or to Our Neighbours. . Our Duty to 
Gov, which is the Foundation of the reſt, We 
are not to learn from Humane Laws (which 
would prove very Ill Guides to Us in this Mat- 
ter) but from His Own Will, as diſcoverable by. 
the right Uſe of our Reaſon, or Manifeſted to, 
Us by Expreſs Revelation. What Service of 
Ours will be acceptable to Gov, what He will 
be pleas'd to reward, We can know only fronr . 

N Gop. 


(6) 


Go 6b Himſelf, or from thoſe, to whom Gov. 


hith made known His good Pleaſure ; which 
Communication We have no Reaſon to think 
the Singular Prefogative of thoſe, who amongſt 
Men have the Sovereign Powet of making Laws. 
Humane Laws may Enforce thoſe Duties which 
Naturator Reveal'd Religion teaches, but are no 
farther fitted to direct Us in Knowing them, 
than as they are themſelves directed by a better 
Rule: lay may pretend to Declare and to In- 
terpret the Law of Go p, but by ſuch Declara- 
tions, We learn only what the Makers of theſe 
Laws Think to be Gop's Will; or, perhaps, 


barely, what they would have Us think, not 


what We Ought to think, and what the' Will of 
GoÞ undoubtedly Is: For after ſuch Interpre- 
tations, there is ſtill room for a reaſonable Man 
to ſuſpend his Opinion, and to enquire farther; 
and, according to the Iſſue of his Enquiry, to 

udge and Determine. Now, a Rule that wants 
thus to be tried, cannot itſelf be a Standard: 
When it hath been examin'd by that which is 
own'd for ſuch, it may ſerve for Uſe; but then, 
what is Meaſur d by it is Exact, not becauſe fit- 
ted to that Rule, but becauſe it will bear an 
higher Teſt. The Laws of Men May be, and 
in many Caſes Are, as different, as their Lan- 
guages ; ſo that were We to learn Our Obliga- 
tions to Gop from them, Mens Duties would 
change with the Climate, and the Meafures of 
Religious and Moral Actions would be as Varia- 
ble as thoſe, which in different Countries ſerve 
for Civil Uſes. In ſhort, it is in Vain to expect 
com Humane Laws, a faithful Direction in the 


Duties 


n PPP 
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Duties of Religion, whilſt Men are Fallible, and 
God is Unchangeabe. f 
Nox muſt We hope for better Help from 
them, in diſcerning what We Ow to Ourſelves : 


To know this, 'tis abſolutely neceffary that We 


firſt Know Ourſelves aright; That We take a 
View of the Excellencies and Defects of our 
Nature, as alſo of our Own Perſonal Abilities 
or Infirmities; That We conſider in what Rank 
We ſtand to Beings Above or Below Us; and 
what that Station is, which We are to Maintain 
and Adorn: That We be thoroughly acquainted 
with Our Tempers and Inclinations, and that 
We know the Strength and Bent of our Paſ- 
ſions. Now ſuch Knowledge as this, however 
neceſſary for the right Government of ourſelves, 


is not to be had from our Books of Law. We 


are not taught there, what We Ow to Ourſelves, 
but to the Public: Laws may provide a ainff 
doing Injury to Others ; but a Man may be as 
5 to Himſelf as he pleaſes, withont 
ang Breach of the l... 
Ir becomes the Wiſdom: of Humane Laws, 
to take due Care, that Our Unruly Paſſions of 
Anger, Envy, and Malice, do not break out to 

the Prejudice of our Neighbour ; but theſe Laws 
make no Proviſion againſt the Tumult rais't in 
our Own Breaſts ; the Ferment Within is not al- 
lay'd by any Reſtraint from Without, but proves 
rather the more Violent for want of Vent. 
Some of the Groſſer Acts of Uncleanneſs, and 


Exceſſes of Intemperance, may fall within the 


Reach of Humane Laws, becauſe they tend to 
Confuſion and Diſorder, to Invaſion of eſta- 
bliſh'd Rights, Breach of Public Peace, and the 

| ; | =. 
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Ruine of Society : But a polluted Imagination 
hath till its free Scope; and He who is quiet 
and peaceable in his Intemperance, may fin on 
with Impunity. | 

So again, Sumptuary Laws are with good 
Effect made againſt Exceſs in Apparel; but ne- 
ver any of theſe extended fo far, as to correct 
the Pride of the Heart, or to puniſh it, though 
expreſs d by the Overt- Acts of an haughty Coun- 
tenance, a ſcornful Geſture, and an arrogant 
Tongue. Nay, the Laws are ſo far from tend- 
ing to ſubdue Pride, that unleſs guarded againſt, 
they are apt in Some Diſtances to Promote it; 
for ſhould All Perſons put as great a Value u 
on themſelves as the LW. o, they might be 
led to think of themſelves more highly, than they 
Ought to think. It is neceſſary to the Preſerva- 
tion of Order, and for Maintaining the Reverence 
due to Authority, that thoſe, who are in a more 
Eminent Degree inveſted with it, ſhould be di- 
ſtinguiſh'd * Others by Titles of Honour, 
Splendor of Habit, Solemnity of Attendance; 
and Other Uſual Ceremonies of Pom tad 
Grandeur. But ſhould Magiſtrates, hd for 
Weighty and Important Reaſons are honour'd 
with theſe Peculiar Privileges, take Occaſion 
from hence to form in their Minds extravagant 
Notions of their Own Real Worth and Excel- 
lency ; ſhould they, inſtead of making uſe of 
theſe Prudential Eſtabliſhments for the Eaſe and 
Benefit of Mankind, be prompted to Deſpiſe 
and Look down upon Others, as Creatures of 
a Lower _— and much beneath their Level 
.and Regard, they would exceed the due Bounds 
of Humility ; and would juſtly merit that Scorn, 
neva ; with 
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with which Go p in Juſtice, and Men in Rey 
venge, never fail to puniſh the Proud. | 


AND as Humane Laws, where there is want 


of Caution, may miniſter to Pride, ſa may they 


alſo occaſionally contribute to an Immoderate 
Delire of Riches : For ſince Mens Appetite after 
theſe always bears Proportion to the Opinion 
they have of their Value, He that meaſures thei 
Worth by the Eſteem they are in in the Eye of 
the Law, may be apt to rate them ſomewhat 
higher than a Wiſe or Good Man ought. Nar 
will the Pleaſures of this World loſe any Thing 
in Our Eſteem, if We take Our Meaſures of 
them from Humane Laws; for Laws eſtabliſh'd 
upon Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, are 
apt to create in Us an undue Eſteem for thoſe 
Good things of this World, which would not 
be propos d as proper Encouragements of 


our Obedience, unleſs look d upon as highs» 


ly Valuable; and an Immoderate Opinion of 
thoſe Evils, which would not be threatned a- 
inſt the Diſobedient, unleſs look d upon as 
== and Intolerable. So far therefore are 
Humane Laws from directing Us in all the Dus 
ties We ow to Ourſelves, that unleſs we are un- 
der the Conduct of a Better Principle, We are 
in no ſmall Danger of being frequently mil» 

guided by them, Wa Kos 
Bor, although they are not ſo well adapted 
to inform Us in our Duty to Gon, and to our 
Own Souls, yet We may expect at leaſt a full 
Dire&ion trom them in what We Ow to our 
Neighbours ; for it being the principal Intent of 
theſe Laws, to ſecure to every One his Right, it 
may reaſonably be preſugned, that all 8 
uties 


(1) 


Duties are by them ſuſbclently, provided for.. 
1 ent View, it 
will appear, that they are very defective even in 


And yet, upon a ſhort and tranſi 
This: For although the Good of Society be as 
much concern'd in Mens contributing jointly to 


the Happineſs of each Other, as in their abſtain- 


ing from mutual Wrong, yet Humane Laws 
feem to be rather contriv'd for repreſſing Inju- 
ries, than for promoting Good Offices. The 


Law takes care, that I ſhould not deprive ano- 


ther of what is His, but it doth not therefore 
2 Me to Impart to Him, what is my Own: 
I. ſha 


* 


Brother; but I am not therefore bound Chari- 
. tably to Relieve Him. It is true indeed, that 


even, this Relief is in ſome Caſes, by the Piety 
of our Municipal Laws, provided for: But a 
Legal Charity is, Gop knows, very Narrow, 
takes in but few Objects, expreſſes itſelf only 
One Way; and loſes all Pretenee to- Merit, 


when; being exacted from Us, it is no longer 


Charity, but a Tax. Slander and Detraction, 
Falſe-Witneſs and Defamation, are prohibited 


by the Law of the Land :-But this lays no Obli- . 


gation on Me to ſupport the Injur'd Credit of 
my Neighbour, to | 


inders the free Intercourſe of Good Offices, 
and is as fatal to the Body Politic, as ſtopping 
the Circulation of the Blood would be to tlie 
Body. Natural; and yet Humane Laws do not 


pretend to enforce upon Us an Equal Return 


be puniſh'd if I Unjuſtly Oppreſs my 


etend his Reputarion againſt 
prevailing Prejudices, and the Clamours of a. 
Party,; and to Venture my Own good Name, 
by ſtepping into the Succour of His. There is 
0 Feuer Peſt to Society than Ingratitude; 
this 
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for Benefits receiv'd ;, nor does there lie in our 


Courts of Juſtice, or even of Equity, an Action 
of Ingratitude. To ſupport. the Gbprel d, to 


inſtruct the Ignorant, to reverence Good Men, 


and reform the Bad; to be bountiful to Some, 


and courteous to All; to be ſerviceable to the 
Age We live in, and to conſult the Good of Po- 
ſterity, are Duties on which the Welfare of So- 
ciety doth Abſolutely depend; and yet a Man 
may be wanting in Any, or All of theſe, with- 
out fearing any Cenſure from the Laws of Men. 
© Ir would be very eaſy to draw up a much 
larger Catalogue of Duties, which a Reaſonable 
Man cannot but Own himſelf ſtrictly bound to, 
which yet neither the Common nor Statute-Law 
exact from Him. Some Actions fall not within 
the Notice and Cognizance of Men, and there- 
fore it would be in Vain for Men to give Rules 
about them. Some belong to an Higher Court, 
and are not within the Verge of Humane Au- 
thority. Some are to be left Free, becauſe they 
would ceaſe to be laudable, if done upon Com- 
pulſion. Some Duties are Antecedent to Hu- 
mane Laws, and ſome Repugnant to them. 
Some We ſhould be oblig'd to, were there No 


ſuch Thing as Government; and ſome We may 


be bound to in Oppoſition to Humane Eſtabliſh» 
ments. Some, as to the Subſtance and Matter 
of them, are enjoin'd by the Law, but then the 
Circumſtances and Manner of Performance, on 
which their Value chiefly depends, is left Free and 
Unreſtrain'd. Upon which, and many Other Ac- 
counts, it ſufficiently appears, that Humane Laws 


are a very Imperfect and Defective Rule of Hu- 
mane Actions. 


GY Bur 
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Bur were Humane Laws admitted to 
Full and Adequate Rule of Action; di they 
take in 47 the Inſtances and all the Degrees « 


Doty, ſo that We might rely upon them as kf 
Safe and Infallible Guide; yet they would be 
infufficicnt to make Men Righteous, ' becauſe of 


Themſelves they would not have Authority e- 


h to Oblige Men to the Performance 8 | 
thoſe Actions, which they might preſcribe, '' 


'ALL Authority is founded eithet in the Ri 
which thoſe who command have to Require 
Obedience, or the Power which they have to Ex- 
tort it. For thoſe, who pretend to put a Reſtraint 

on Our Liberty, muſt either alledge good Rea- 


ſons, why We ht to act as they Aves, ; or muſt 

Fe ears, by ſhewing the Miſchief. 
which Wil attend Our Non- compliance. Senſe 
of Duty may prevail upon an Ingenuous Spirit 


Work t upon Our 


to Obey thoſe, who have a fair Title to com- 
mand, tho they might be diſobey'd with Im- 
nity; and fear of Puniſhment will work 4 
on, the Weak, to pay that Deference tot 
Stronger in point of Prudence, which th 


might refuſe 5 pay with Innocence. Now ik | 


Humane Laws challenge Our Obedience upon 


the former Claim, as 5 made by thoſe, wh 
have a Right to give Rules to Us, this Right 


muſt be made out by ſome Laws Anrocelicne 


to them; for the bare Challenge of a Right, d 
ue, 


without any other Evidence of its being 

will never be admitted for a good Proof of it. 
"Tx it be told me, that Protection and Obedience 

are reciprocal Duties, that ſince I receive the 

Benefits of Government, it is reaſonable I ſhould! 


SCP, 


| conform myſelf to the Rules of it, this Way of 


arguing 


— 


(#3) 
poſes me comime' before-hand, *. 


g In ratefully i is highly 7 geable to 
Reon of ankind; that to do 


leſs there was Some. Rule or Law, which "rhus 
diſtinguiſh d 'em. 


Ir it ſhould be urg'd, that I have Virtual of | 


Exprefly given my conſent to be govern' 
fuch and 
for. Me have precluded me. from my natur 


Liberty, or that I have Voluntarily 265 n'd li 


by my Own free Act and Decd ; not to 


preſent the Authority of ſuch Proxy, "is | 
plan, that the whole Streſs. of this Claim is 


ilt upon a falſe Foundation, unleſs it can be 


made out, that what we Promiſe that we hy 


to Perform which is a Maxim, not to be 


learnt from Humane Laws, dut from Morality, 


or Revelation. 


Tux III Conſequences of Diſobedience, and 
the Miſchiefs which would ariſe from Confu- 
fion and Anarchy, may be diſplay'd at large, and 
ſer forth in their proper Colours, to engage the 
Subject to a quiet and ſubmiſſive Conduct: But 
if He hath ihe before learnt to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Good and Evil, then Order or Diforder, 
Peace or War, the Publick Good or the Publick 
Ruine, are only, different Sounds; and there 
is no Reaſon in the Nature of Things, why any 
Man ſhould prefer One to the Ocker, or pro- 


mate One rather than the Ocher. 
AP ERSUASTOR that thoſe, who govern Us, 


have. nder Regard to Our Intereſts, and will 
| better 


erwiſe is re- 
pugnant to Reaſon; that i is, in other Words, that 
to do One is Morally Good, and to do the O- 
ther is Morally Evil; which would not be, un- 


ch Laws; that my Anceſtors 1 


— 4 * 
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better promote them, than We could do Our. 


who are above the Reſtraint of Humane Laws, 
are Influenced by ſome Higher Principles, We 
have no ſufficient Grounds to Suppoſe the Ma- 
ziſtrate at all concern'd to conſult or promote 
| Good of any One but Himſelf, or to propoſe 
ro Himſelf any End, but his Own P * a 
Whatever Other Reaſons may be offer'd why 
We Ought, as of Right, to Obey Humane Laws, 
will be found to va a. Lok Us under ſome Ob- 
ligations to a ſuperior Law : And, upon a tho- 
rough Enquiry, We ſhall be fully convinc'd, 
that the Higher Powers have not only no Better, 
but no Other Plea to Our Obedience, as a Debt 
We cannot in Juſtice deny them, but only this 
One (which is a very Good One) that they are 
Ordain'd of Gon. bps 4 4 
Bur whether Humane Laws have of Them- 
ſelves a Right to Require our Obedience or not, 
yet if the Sanctions annex'd to them are ſuffi- 
cient to Enforce our Compliance, their Autho- 
rity will, it is confeſſed, ſtand Firm and Un- 
ſhaken. For although Nice Men may diſtinguiſh 
betwixt a Right to Require Obedience, and Pow- 
er to Enforce it; although We may be taught 
in the Schools to make a Difference betwixt the 
Law and the Penalty, ſo as to acknowledge an 
Obligation to keep the Law, though there were 
no Danger of incurring any Puniſhment upon 
Non-Obſervance, yet, perhaps, in Practice, the 
Only Reaſon, why We keep any Law, is the 
Apprehenſion of Some Evil, which would attend 
Our Diſobedience. We are taught indeed b 
8 | St. Paul, 


ſelves, is a very good Reaſon, why We ſhould 
quie ly follow Þ heir Direction: Bur unleſs ra 


a — — — 2 . COTE Cre" ———— je. + 
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PORES 
St. Paul, to be ſubject not only for Wrath, but al- 
ſo for Conſcience-ſake But He, who obeys out 
of Conſcience, is as much'inflaenc'd by Fear of 


Puniſhment, as He who is ſubject for Wrath: 


The only Difference is, that the One fears the 
puniſhments threatned by Men, the Other is a- 
fraid of the Damnation denounc'd by Go p. If 
therefore the Puniſhments threatned by Men to 
the Tranſgreſſors of their Laws, are ſufficient to 
engage our Fears, whether of Right they Ought 
88 it is certain, that in Fact they. Will be 

\ Now. that the Penalties, which are annex'd 
to the Breach of Humane Laws, are too weak a 
Reſtraint to hinder Men from tranſgreſſing them, 
will appear from this Conſideration, That where 
4 ſtrong Appetite of Pleaſure, or Proſpect of 
Gain, invites Us to any Action, the Evils, 
which are threatned on the Other Side to deter 
Us from ir, cannot be of Weight Enough to de- 
termine Our Choice to the Forbearance, unleſs 
repreſented both as Unavoidable, ſo that there 
is no Eſcape from them; and alſo as Intolerable, 
ſo that the Pleaſures propos'd cannot counter-. 
balance them. For, be the Evils denounc'd ne- 
ver ſo grievous, yet, if they may: be Averted, 
We ſhall Venture on the forbidden Action, in 
hopes of Impunity ; or if they be never ſo Cer- 
tain, yet if they can be tolerably well Endur'd, 
the Pleaſure which We aim at may be thought 
worth the Purchaſe, though bought. with ſome 
Pain. Whence it comes to paſs, that the Pe- 
nalties threatned by Humane Laws cannot be 
always Effectual to reſtrain Men from the Viola- 
tion of them, becauſe they are ſuch as Many 
ER _— 
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may hope to Eſcape, and ſuch as Some may be 
willing to Bear. 1 

Gui r and Puniſhment, how neceſſary ſoever 
a Connexion they may have in the Reaſon of 
Things, do not always go cloſe together : One 
follows the Other, but ſometimes ſo Lamely, 
that the Sinner may have got into the OtherWorld, 
before Vengeance Overtakes Him. For the Laws, 
tho' they are ſevere in their Threats, yet are 
frequently harmleſs enough in the Execution. 
They cannot execute themſelves; and unleſs 
thoſe who are Entruſted in the Adminiſtration 
eſpouſe their Quarrel, they may be trampled on 
without avenging themſelves upon the Aggreſſor. 
The Sword of Juſtice is ſometimes permitted to 
reſt in quiet; and when it is drawn and bran- 
diſh'd in the Face of a Sinner, yet ſtill Force 


may ward off the Blow, or Slight may decline 
it. . The Methods of Evaſion are well Studied, 


and much Practis d: And it is ſaid to be no In- 
conſiderable Part of the Knowledge of the Law, 
to know. how far it may be broken, without 
Hazard to the Offender. Secrecy in Sinning, 
where the Sinner can be content to ſin Alone, 1s 
a ſecure Proviſion againſt any Danger from Hu- 
mane Laws : And if ſome have been preyail'd 
with to bear Evidence to their Own Guilt, this 
has been Owing not to any Perfection in Hu- 
mane Laws, but to the Fear of a Judgment 
to come, and the Over-ruling Terrors of a 
Wounded Conſcience. Burt even thoſe Crimes, 
| that do not eſcape all Diſcovery, may yet go 
U i'd for Want of Sufficient Evidence: 
Sufficient not only to ſatisfy an Unprejudic'd 
Man, but to ſilence all Cavils; for a m_— 92 
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Satisfactory Proof doth not always, amdunt to 4 
Legal Conviction. r 


} * 


; ( Aa 1 SF NT : . 
HERE are few Cauſes ſo Deſperate, as not 


to be able to purchaſe an Advocate; few of fo 


ill a Complexion, but by Colours handſomly 
laid on, their Deformity may in a good Meaſure 
be diſguis d. Where a flat Denial can take no 


Place, there may be room left for a well-con- 


triv'd Apology : Faults that cannot be clearly 
Wiped off, may be much Extenuated ; where 
the Fact is Own'd, the Quality of it may ſtill 
admit of a Debate : Inadvertency, Ignorance of 
the Law, Honeſty of Intention, may be pleaded 
in Bar of too rigid -a_ Sentence; a Witneſs that 
bears roo hard upon a Criminal, who can nei- 
ther be frighted into Silence, nor hir'd to down- 
right . may yet be prevail'd on to Palliate 
or Diſſemble the Truth ; or if His Honeſty be 
too ſtanch for this, yet ſtill He is capable of be- 
ing Managed: A dextrous Enquiry may fetch 
out Such an Anſwer, as better ſerves the Exa- 
miner's Purpoſe, than a true One would do ; 
And the ſame Plainneſs and Simplicity of Man- 
ners, which places a well-meaning Man above 


Corruption, may lay Him the more open 


have His Teſtimony thus practis'd upon. if 
none of theſe Artifices can ſcreen the Criminal 
from Juſtice, yet Partiality and Favour, or a 


miſtaken Notion of Compaſſion may acquit 


Him : Or if He be a Sinner of Quality and In- 
tereſt, though the Crimes of Such an One are of 
the Wort 3 becauſe of the Scandal 
of the Example; yet Licence to Offend, with 
Exemption from Puniſhment, is a Privilege not 
raſhly to be invaded. 8 . 
BYE D Now, 
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Now, had We no other Argument of the 
Weakneſs of Humane Laws, this One Conſide- 
ration would enough prove their Inſufficiency, 
that Thoſe, whoſe Temptations to Offend are 
Greateſt, and whoſe Vices ſpread Fartheſt, are 
under the leaſt Reſtraint and Awe from the Laws 
of Men. For Puniſhments amongſt Men are 
generally applied rather to Perſons, than Things; 
and that the Loweſt Sort of Men are moſt often 
Sufferers, is not perhaps more owing to the ex- 


ceeding Greatneſs of their Villanies, than to 


the Meanneſs of the Villains. | | 
Arr theſe, and many more Subterfuges (more 
than it is fir honeſt Men ſhould be acquainted 
with) have crafty Sinners to eſcape the Rigour 
of the Law: And, although theſe ſhould be 
thought Wild and Imaginary Suppoſitions of 
Things that never yet happen'd ; though We 
were taught by conſtant Experience, that our 
Courts of Judicature were perfect Strangers to 


all Artifice in Pleadings, Falſhood in Teſtimo- 


nies, Partiality in Verdicts, Iniquity in Senten- 
ces; yet this would only ſhew what a powerful 
Influence Religion had, not what Security We 
might expect from Our Laws, if the Fear of 
God were quite extinguiſh'd in the Hearts of 
Men, The Principles of Religion are pre-ſup- 
pos'd in the Proceſſes of Our Courts; and to 
the Influence of theſe We muſt aſcribe the Regu- 
lar Adminiſtration of Juſtice, where-cver it is 
found : The Fears of another World, and the 


Reverence paid to Oaths, which is built upon 


thoſe Fears, are the Only Things that can inſure 
to Us Veracity in Witneſſes, Impartiality in Ju- 
rors, Integrity in Judges. If theſe Fears were 

1 > once 
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once remov'd, the Puniſhments of this World, 
though they could not poſſibly be eſcap'd, 
yet would loſe much of their Terror: Death 
itſelf, which is the Utmoſt that Men can 
inflict, would be leſs dreadful than it is, and 
often would be fled to as a Refuge, if there 
were no lurking Suſpicions of a Judgment to 
follow: Senſe of Guilt, and Remorſe of Con- 
ſcience, are the moſt bitter Ingredients of all 
Puniſhments : T he Sting of Death is Sin ; whiere 
there is no Conſciouſneſs of This, the Innocent 
Perſon meets Death with Cheartulneſs ; and 
where the Senſe of this is worn out by an ha- 
bitual Courſe of Sinning, the Obſtinate Male- 
factor goes off the Stage with an unconcern'd 
Stupidity. Now if the Terrors of Another 
World are neceſſary to embitter the Puniſh- 
ments of This ; if the Penalties of Humane 
Laws are not ſo Grievous, but that Men will 
Venture upon them, though Certain to ſuffer ; 
or if there be probable Hopes of Eſcaping the 
Puniſhment, when they do Offend; if the 
Sanctions annex'd to them will not enforce their 
Obſervance, and they have no Other Authority 
in themſelves whereby to Oblige ; if not only 
their Authority be Precarious, but their Di- 
rection Imperfect; if they do not extend to All 
Duties, nor reach to All Men, nothing needs 
to be added farther, to ſhew their Inſufficiency 
to make Men Righteous. 

B ur although they are not ſufficient to This 
Purpoſe, yet they are highly Expedient to Ano- 
ther ; although they cannot of Themſelves make 
Men perfectly Righteous, yet, in Subordination 
to an Higher Law, they are of great Uſe to re- 

D 2 ſtrain 
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ſtrain Men from being py Wicked; 


though they are not made for the Righteous as 
an Adequate Rule of Action, yet as a Curb and 
Check upon Sin, 


T hey are made for the Lawleſs and Diſobe- 
dient, for Ungodly and for Sinners, for Unholy - 
and Profane. | 

Hap the Laws of Gop their due Influence 
over the Minds of Men; were they heartily Be- 


| liev'd, and ſincerely Practis'd, there would be 


Little or No Occaſion for the Laws of Men : But 
ſince there are Lawleſs and Diſobedient, who 
refuſe to be govern'd by the Divine Laws, Un- 
godly and - Profane, who peremptorily reject 
their Authority, it is convenient there ſhoulq 
be ſome Curb to reſtrain the Licentiouſneſs of 
Theſe. 

Tx Evils of Another World, how great ſo- 
ever in themſelves, yet becauſe plac'd at a Di- 
ſtance, make not always the ſame lively Impreſ- 
ſions on the Hearts of Men, as leſſer -Puniſh- 
ments brought nearer Home: In order there- 
fore to deter Men from Vice, it is of Uſe, that 
thoſe who do not look far enough to be affected 
with Dangers that are more Remote, ſhould- 
have their Fears wrought upon by ſuch Penal- 
ties, as being at Hand act more ſtrongly, than 
do greater Torments in Reverſion. Some are ſo 
far ſunk in Senſuality, that they can form to- 
themſelves no Notions of any Good or Evil, 
but what affects their Senſes: They never look 
Backwards or Forwards, ſo as to feel any Re- 
morſe for what is Paſt, or to foreſee any Ill Con- 
ſequences that are to Come. St. Paul deſcribes 


= theſe Men, as having their Underſtandings dark- . 


ned, 


ned, being alienated from the Life of Gov, thro 
the Ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the Hard- 
neſs 1 their Hearts ; Who being paſt feeling, give 
themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs, working 


Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs. All Addreſſes made 


to the Reaſon of ſuch Men will be in Vain, be- 
cauſe their Underſtandings are darkned : All Diſ- 
courſe to them upon the Principles of Religion, 
will be Foreign and Inſignificant, becauſe 
are Alienated from the Life of Go p: All Attempts 
on their Affections will fail, becauſe their Hearts 
being hardned, are incapable of any Impreſſions: 
Nor will. any 5 to their Conſciences be 
heard, becauſe they are paſt feeling. The onl 
Way which is left to come at the Souls of fuch | 
Men, is by a Strong Application to their Senſes ; - 
theſe are ſtill Awake and Vigorous, and upon 
theſe, by wholſome Puniſhments, We may ſtill 
hope to make ſome good Impreſſion. xit1 
Tnos E, who pretend that the Diſtinctions of 
Virtue and Vice are Arbitrary, and founded not 
in the Nature of the Thing, but in the Opinions 
of Men, are yet Agreed, that the Differences be- 
twixt Pleaſure and Pain are not Imaginary, but 
Real: If Honeſt and Diſhoneſt are only Diffe- 
rent Sounds, yet they will eaſily allow, that Cor- 
poral Eaſe, and Corporal Puniſhment, are Diffe- 
rent Things: They Ought therefore to be con- 
vinc'd by their Own Principles; to learn the 
Difference of Right and Wrong, Duty and Sin, 
from the different Effects which they produce; 
And ſince they are not able to diſtinguith Virtue- 
and Vice by their ſeveral Roots which lie too 
deep for them to look into, they ſhould be taught 


ta diſtinguiſh them by the Fruits they bear, the. 
Bodily 
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Bodily Pleaſure or Pain which Humane Laws 


annex to them; by the feeling of which, they 


may literally have their Very Senſes exercir'd to 
diſcern both Good and Evil. The Pſalmiſt hath 
Intimated to Us, that it is poſſible for Men to be 


Pf. xxxii. as the Horſe and the Mule, which have no Un- 
10. 


derſtanding; and He hath directed Us to an 
xpedient how Even theſe may be manag' d: 
T heir Mouth nut be held in with Bit and Bri- 
dle; they muſt be under the Reſtraint of ſevere 
_ leſt they come Near unto Thee to afſazlt 
Ir is well for Thoſe, who deny the Exiftence 
2 =_ Imm = Fiete 
Souls, that are not quite ſo deſpicable Crea- 
tures in the Judgment of Other Men, as they 
are in their Own; for if Others had the ſame 
degrading Notions of them, as they have of 
Themſelves, I can fee no reaſon why a miſchie- 
vous Atheiſt, who diſturbs the Peace, and diſ- 
quiets the Lives, and thirſts after the Blood of 
Men, ſhould find better Quarter than any Other 


Beaſts of Prey : If the Reverence paid to Our 


Common Humanity ſecures ſuch an One from 
Private Vengeance; ſo that tho His Hand be 


| 2 every Man, every Man's Hand is not 


up againſt Him. Yet certainly it concerns 
Magiſtrates, who are the Miniſters of Gov, 
Arvengers to execute Wrath upon Evil-doers, not 
to bear the Sword in Vain. 

Mx of theſe looſe Principles, are apt to 
plead much for the Sufficiency of Humane Laws: 
They think Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, 
well enough diſtinguiſh'd by theſe, without any 
Recourſe to a Superior Law-giver : The — 

0 


(. 28: )) | 
of Another: World may be of Uſe, they tell Us, 
to fright the Credulous and Superſtitious, but | 
Wiſe and Knowing Men, Such as they are, | 
want not to be kept in Awe, by the Propaſal of 
any Foreign Dangers : It is reaſonable, there- 
fore, that an Experiment of this pretended Per- 
fection of Humane Laws be firſt made upon A- 
theiſts themſelves ; that thoſe who acknowledge 
no Other Laws, ſhould feel the utmoſt Wei 
of Theſe; ' that We may be able to judge' of 
their Force and Influence, by the good Effects 
they have on the Lives and Practices of ſuch 
Men. A Steady and Impartial Execution of 
Good and Wholſome Laws, is the beſt and moſt 
| convincing Anſwer to thoſe Objections, which 
| Profane and Ungodly Men, with great Confi- 
0 dence, and little Reaſon, pretend to raiſe againſt 
the Adminiſtrations of Providence: Becauſe Sen- Eccl. viii. . 
| tence-againſt an Evil Work is not executed ſpeedi- "+ 
, Therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men is fully 
| k in them to do Evil. No this is a — per- 
| verſe Abuſe of the Mercies of Go p, and wor- 
thy of Atheiſts, to make that Indulgence, which 
| is defign'd to reclaim them, and which would | 
| have this Effect upon Ingenuous Minds, an | 
| Argument for their Obſtinate Impenitence : 
| There can be no greater Inſtance of Diſingenui- 
I and Folly, than thus to deſpiſe the Riches of 
f Divine Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long- 
ſuffering, not conſidering that the Croodneſs of 
| Gov ſhould lead them to Repentance. But This, 
| which is the Worſt Argument in the World for 
| going on to do Evil, becomes No Argument at 
N all, when, by the. Vigilance of Magiſtrates, 
Sentence is executed ſpeedily againſt * | 
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Work ; when Puniſhment followeth cloſely up- 
on Sin, and its Wages are Immediately paid, as 
ſoon as the Work is done. 9775 

Ir is a common Objection againſt the World's 
being govern'd by a Wiſe and Juſt Ruler, That 


Eccl. ix. No Man knoweth either Love or Hatred, . by-all 


1, 2. 


that is before them; that all Things come alike to 
all, there is One Event to the Righteous, and to 
the Wicked; to the Clean, and to the Unclean ; 
to him that Sacrificeth, and to him that Sacrificeth 
not; that as is the Good, ſo is the Sinner; and 
He that ſoveareth, as He that * an Oath. 
Now, though many Solid and Satisfactory An- 
ſwers may be given to this Objection, yet the 
beſt — that can be made to thoſe who ſtart 
it, is That which good Magiſtrates do give, by 

dif] g Rewards and Puniſhments, as that 


ſo 
all T hings may Not come alike to all, but that 


the Clean may be diſtinguiſh'd from the Unclean:; 
the Religious from the Irreligious, the Good 
from the Sinner.; the Perjur'd-Perſon from him 
that regardeth an Oath:; and ſo Every One may 
2 and Hatred, even by what is before 
them; what, according to the Merits or Deme- 

rits of their Actions, Each Man ſees and feels. 
Nox can Atheiſtical Perſons have any juſt Pre- 
tenſions to Favour, any Pleas to Immunity from 
the Rigour of the Law: For, whatever Others may 
pretend for their Non- compliance with the Com- 
mands of Men, becauſe repugnant to ſome O- 
ther Principles, of which they are fully perſua- 
ded; yet certainly an Atheiſt hath no Tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, on which He can found a Claim 
to the Benefit of Toleration. How Narrow ſo- 
ever We make the Bounds of Civil Power, 7 
e 


(25) 
We confine it wholly to the Care of our Worldly 
Intereſts, and exclude the Magiſtrate from any 
Concernment for the Honour of Go p, and the 
Salvation of Mens Souls; yet ſtill the n 


of Irreligious Principles will fall within his Pro- 
vince, becauſe they ſlacken the Bonds of Go- 
vernment, undermine the Foundations of So- 
ciety, and are deſtructive, not only of Mens Sal- 
vation, but alſo of their Civil Intereſts. 
Bur were there no Proſpect of any Good to 
be wrought on Wicked and Ungodly Men 
Themſelves by the Diſcipline of Laws, yet Pu- 
niſhment is not Uſeleſs, if it ſerves to keep O- 
thers within the Lines of Duty; where a taint- 
ed Member is incurable, Exciſion may be neceſ- 
ſary to prevent the Infection from ſpreading far- 
ther; for thoſe Mercies are cruel which ſpare 
the Guilty, till none be left Innocent. Several 
Criminals have made Amends for the Scandal 
of their Lives, by the Uſeful Example of their 
Infamous Deaths ; a Suffering Malefactor wants 
no Uſe of- Words to Inform the Underſtand- 


ing, or to move the Paſſions of the moſt un- 


thinking Spectator. HT UE IR It 
Ap as Humane Laws are of this excellent 
Uſe to prevent the Spreading of Vice, where 
there are no Hopes of a Cure; ſo in Caſes leſs 
deſperate, they may prove proper Remedies to 
correct its Poiſon, and abate its Malignity. 
Temporal Puniſhments are a ſenſible Argument 
of the Evil of Sin; and though no One ſhall reap 
the Rewards of Piety, -who abſtains from Sin 
purely for fear of Theſe ;' yet they often give the 
tirſt Occafion to conſider the Nature and Danger 
of it, and fo lead the Way to Reformation upon 
E Better 


(367 
Better Principles. He who obſcrves, that the 
*Cuſtoms and Laws of Men agree to crown Some 
Actions with Honour and Rewards, and to an- 
nex to Others Shame and Puniſhment, may be 
inclin'd to. purſue this Thought farther, and to 
enquire, whether there be any Ground in the 
Nature of Things for ſuch Diſcrimination ; whe- 
ther theſe are only Arbitrary Diſtinctions, or 
Neceſſary Deductions from allow'd Principles; 
whether the Actions thus Rewarded and Puniſh- - 
ed are Good and Evil, becauſe Commanded or 
Forbidden by Men; or whether are not 
Enjoin'd and Prohibited by Humane, Laws, be- . 
cauſe preſuppos d Good and Evil: Whether, if 
the Scene was chang' d, and thoſe Actions made 
Penal, which are now Rewarded; and on the 
Other Side, thoſe which are now Puniſh'd made 
Rewardable, this would not beto croſs upon the 
Nature of. Things, and to introduce Diſorder 
and Confuſion. He, who hath Occaſion given 
Him by the Puniſhments allotted to Crimes by 
Humane Laws, thus deliberately to examine the 
Original of Good and Evil, will perhaps trace 
it at laſt, to the Fountain-Head, and find that the 
- — this Chain is fu d to che Throne of 
205. 

Tzxvz it is, that Temporal Puniſhments, 
whilſt conſider d barely as Such, can never make 
4 Man Sincerely Penitent; ſince to do Evil, and 
ta be grievd becauſe We Suffer for it, are 
quite different Things from that godly Sorrow: 
which bringeth forth Repentance: But, when theſe. 
Puniſhments.come. to be more Narrowly loox d 
into; when. the Sinner hath. Leiſure to. Reflect, 
and is b Suffering put into a fit Temper for 


—— — 
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Conſideration, He may be able, in the Puniſſi- 
ments inflited on Him by Men, to diſcern the 
Hand of Gov: Then His Calamities will ap- 
pear to Him in Another View, as the terrible 
Effects of Gov's Diſpleaſure, evident Signs of 
a Judgment to come, and a ſure Earneſt of thoſe 
"Wages, which Sinners mall receive in the Day 
of Retribution. Such Reaſonings as theſe have 
frequently taken up the Laſt Thoughts, and 
melted the Hearts of Dying Criminals; and Cha» 
rity prompts Us to think, that there arc ſeveral 
Souls now in Paradiſe, who had never ſhar'd 
in the Merits of Cur1sT's Death, had not 
Faith in His Blood, and Repentance from evil 
Works, been firſt wrought in them, upon Oc» 
raſion of their Own Sufferings. Since, there- 
fore, Humane Laws lay a Reſtraint on thoſe 
Men, who acknowledge no Other: Since the 
Pains threatned to Sin by theſe Laws are oſten- 
times a Counter-Balance to the Pleaſures which 
allure to it: Since Preſent and Senſible Evils 
work more ſtrongly on the Generality of Men, 
chan do Future and Spiritual: Since the Diſci- 
ine of Laws doth prevent the Growth of 
ice, and hinder it from becoming Epidemi- 
cal: Since Temporal Puniſhments do fright 
Some from Offending, and are ſubſervient to 
the Working of Repentance in Others; though 
Humane Laws are not, for the Reaſons which 
have been alledged, ſufficient of themſelves to 
make Men Righteous, yet, under the Conduct 
of Religion, they may be expedient to hinder 

Men from being Profligately wicked. 
FROM what hath been ſaid, both of the De- 
fects, and of the Expediency of Humane Laws, 
„ we 


t 
we may be able to form a due Notion of them; 
ſo as neither, with the Hobbiſt, to think them the 
Sovereign Rule of Right and Wrong; nor with: 
ſome wild Sectaries, to look upon them as 
Uſurpations upon the Kingdom of CHRIST. 
Their Imperfection ſhews Us how abſolutely 
neceſſary Religion is for the Support of Govern- 
ment; and the Uſefulneſs of them plainly de- 
monſtrates, how great a Bleſſing Good Govern- 
ment is. It is neceſſary, that the Laws of Ga 
and Men ſhould mutually ſupport each other; 
that Religion. ſhould make up the natural and 
unavoidable Defects of all Humane Laws, and 
that Humane Laws ſhould Enforce and Second- 
the Precepts of Religion. No Attempts can be 
made upon Either of theſe, but muſt tend to 
the Ruine of Both = All Doctrines that favour 
Irreligion, ſap the Foundations of Government: 
And all that aim at the Overthrow-of Govern- 
ment, take away, one main Support of Virtue 
and Religion. 
HEeNcE may We be able to judge how much 
Morality is indebted to the Sociniant, who pre- 
tend to be great Promoters of it, and yet rob it 
of all. Aſſiſtance from the Civil Magiſtrate. 
They tell Us, that Courts of Judicature, in 
which wicked Men are condemn'd to Corporal 
Puniſhments, have no Place under the Goſpel : 
That He who paſſes Sentence of Death on a Ma- 
lefactor, is Himſelf a Murderer: That, CHRIST 
only can puniſh equally, and therefore that 
CHRIS z. is the Only Judge: That Go v hath 
promis'd Forgiveneſs to all who at Any time 
repent; and that therefore None ought to be 
cut off by Capital Puniſhments, becauſe theſe 
b | ſhorten.. 
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ſhorten the Time allotted. by. Go p to work out 
Repentance: That all Sa ae 5 123 
forgive each other, and that therefore no Magi 
ſtrate can, , withour forfeiting his 15 to Chri- 
ſtianity, puniſh any One: That to a Magi- 
Aus as Such, may Condemn 150 He a 
bound to Forgive as a Chriſtian; is as abſurd, a A 
it would be to affirm, that a Man of Sai 
who is provok'd, Ought to forgive the Injury 
a Chriſtian, but 1 may Teule the  SativfaBigh of | 
2 Gentleman. Why theſe Dodifnes are not 
now-a-days ſpread i in our Own Language with | 
the ſame Induſtry, as ſome other peculiar 
nions of teſt great Reaſoners ate; Why toſs 
who Daringly and ,Openly ſpread thoſe 
ctrines, nr; are injurious to the Honour of 
their Lord and Saviour, are more cautious in 
Venting theſe Tenets, which derogate from the 
Authority of Ma iſtrates, it. is not toy entice 
gu ueſs; and how far Such Princip ples ,may crit 
the Maintainers of them to the about an Sou 
tenance of thoſe, who are concern'd to Vindi- 
cate the Honour of Magiſtracy, will deſerve 
Their Conſideration. In the mean time, We 
cannot but think it poſſible, that thoſe Men Houl 
miſtake the Senſe of ſome very plain Texts of 
Scripture, who deny all coercive Power to Ma i- 
ſtrates, . when St. Peter aſſures Us, . that the 
are 7000 by God for” tbe Puniſhment LA Evil- 
doers ; and 8 Paul, That they are the Miniſters 
af Gov, and Revengers to gef Wiaty upon 
them that do Evil. 
Now, if Magiſtrates are the Miniſters. of 
Gov, Gy is Our 2 to reverence. them 15 | 
W an it is Their Du t act u to the 

5 Fs No Height | 
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well, needs not de repreſented in more 
7 and cannot be urg'd in more forcible 
2 Chron, Terms, than thoſe of Fehofbaphat to his A 
ix. 6. Tale heed whar T6 do. fr Te Flew 
bur for, tht Lond, 142 2 in e Jag - 
ment. refore now, let the Fear 6 of the Low 


be upon Tou, rate beef aud do it, for dyed ic no 
Loap Gb, and therefore 
diere Oughit to gone with thoſe, who repre- 
_ kn e of Whom He hath ſaid, that 
5 60 of Subjects cannot be built n any 
; Frinc ples ſo binding, as thoſe upon which it A 
by.the Apo le W boſe hoſoe ver reſiſteth the Po- 
foal receive to themſelves Damnation. 
hercfore be careful to pay all that 
1 Wee to Humane Laws, which is due to 
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5 N RD 7 Gp: There is no 
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ps. And on the Other Side, the 
0 g ils Och of G 0; aud they that 
Ki 


em: 5 and. let Us at the ſame time be Equally 
| | not to pay them ſuch Deference, as may 
tay W 7 derogate from the greater Regard We 
to the Laws of Gop: Let Us lock upon 

ane Laws as One Part of chat Rule, ro 
hich We Ought to conform Our Actions; "bur 
let Us not eſteem them the Adequate Rule and 
Perfect Meafure of Righteouſneſs: Let Us ſub- 
mit to Every Ordinance of Man for the Lox D's 
Sake, and to Every Ordinance of God for its 
Own Sake: Let Us conſider what a deplorable 
Condition Mankind would be in without Laws, 
2 out! 2 8 without Government; ; bur 
s at the lame time conſider, how much 
more deplorable their Condition would be, if 


they 


* »-- 
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ty were to live * Gol el, withaur - 
wizhout r 1 ale Let Us 
4 interpret any het? "of Scriprurg,” as ; 
. bo — 2 the Civil Magi Rae his Lawful 
Rights; but op the Other Side, let Us be cau- 
rious hom We aſcribe any ſuch Perfectians to 
Humane Laws, as tend to the dethroning Gon: - 
Let Us not allow Ourſelves in any Wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion of Their 14s, whe ate appointed the 
Miniſters of Go p to execute Wrath upon them 
tliat do Evil; but let Us remember that We are 
accountable for all Our Thoughts, Words, and : 
Actions, to an Higher Judge ; Let Us reverence 
the Authority of Go p delegated to Men; but 
let Us much more Adore it in Gop the Foun- 
tain: Let Us revere N but let Us much 
rather dread Omnj Let Us fear thoſe | 


to Gop ; for 
the Lo x.» Our Goa eden, Fire, even a 


jealous Go p. 
W ſhall in- All Points. ef Our Dury bebe 
Ourſelves as Good Subjects, and as Good Chri- 
ſtians; We ſhall pay that Reverence We Ow to. 
the Laws of Men, and. to the Goſpel of Cuxisr; 
if: We take care, in the Firſt place, ta approve 
Ourſelves to Go p, and Then to provide. Things. 
honeſt in the Sight of Men: If We aim at that 
perfect Righteouſneſs for which. the Lat is 
madè, as well as Avoid thofe Exorbuant Crimes 


fen which the Law is made: : If. in hort, We, * f 
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of, Conſcience to Gop, comply with the Righ- 
teous Laws of Men, but i in the mean Time make 
that Law alone the Rule of Our Lives, which 
will be the Rule by which We ſhall be jud 'd at 
the General Aſſize; when the Lord E = 
ſhould be reveal'd from Heaven with His mi 

Anger in flaming. Fire, taking Vengeance on 115 
that know not Go b, and that obey not the 55 
. ron Jesvs CunrIsr. 
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